


 

ISLAND RAINFALL SEPTEMBER Last year  

 Westshore Farm Hayfield 2.22” 3.68” (Sheila & Al Marshall) 

 North Tuttle Lane 2.13” 3.39” (Nancy Simmerman) 

 South Nugent 2.00” 3.40” (Jerry Brown) 

 Scenic Estates 2.40” 4.44” (Darlene Stoffer) 

 

PLANS FOR BUILDING PERMITS/CONSTRUCTION CONSULTATION -- unCommon Sense Design 

Luther Allen  360-739-7846 
 

LINDY EARLY-ROSEN, L.M.P. since 1984, is offering massage therapy on the island again.  Lindy 

specializes in gentle deep tissue & myofascial release techniques and has worked in medical offices 
for 30 years.  Please call 360-758-7452 to set up an appointment. 

 

FREE NOTARY SERVICE  Call David Thorn   758-2559 
 

ALUMINUM CAN-RECYCLING   by the Grange.  Bins located in Grange parking lot.  Thank you.   

 

Please help your Editor - - ed 

e start 2021 Tome 

subscriptions in October 

because I am very busy in 
December recording 

hundreds of subscriptions/ 
donations and getting ads 

organized, and it really helps a lot 
if you will subscribe early like this.  

Notice that when the pandemic 

permits, the 2021 paper Tome 

for Island delivery is FREE 

next year for all Island residents, 
but I depend upon your free-will 

donation to pay printing and 
postage expenses.  I have to pay 

about $7 a year to put the paper 

Tome in your mail box.  See the 

new subscription/donation form 

somewhere in this Tome.  All 

excess revenue above Tome 

expenses and general operation of 

Community Association is 
donated annually to Lummi 

Island non- profit organizations.  
There is no labor cost – all LICA 
work is volunteer. 

I’m at that delusional age where I think everyone my age looks way older than I do. 
 

        
 

 

TOME SUBSCRIPTION TIME – WITH SOME CHANGES - - ed 

he Lummi Island 
community Association 
(LICA) is a public service 

organization whose sole purpose 
is to serve the people of Lummi 
Island.  We do this with a: 
 Monthly paper newsletter, the 

Tome, for every resident 
without charge when COVID 
permits. 

 Brown Betty e-mail news 
between Tome issues. 

 We sponsor a roadside litter 
patrol,  

 We sponsor blood drives,  
 Annual Grants to non-profit 

Island organizations who ask 
for help,  

 Coming: A comprehensive 
community web site with all 
information about Lummi 
Island history and Island 

activities. 
 Meals on Wheels for infirm 

elderlies,  
 “Town Hall” meetings and  
 Road safety  

All this with general 
community involvement.  But we 
can’t do all this without the 
participation and generosity of 
Island residents. 

Beginning next year, we are 
cancelling the subscription 
fee for the paper version of the 
Tome for all Lummi Island 
residents.  Success of this program 
depends entirely upon your free 
will donation.  If you also want 
the e-mailed version of the 
Tome, please add $6 to your 
donation for each e-mail address.  
All donors are also eligible for free 
and optional subscriptions to the 

Brown Betty e-mail service which 
is a supplement between monthly 
issues of the Tome.  

Our out of pocket expense for 
printing, postage and overhead to 
put the paper Tome in your mail 
box is about $7 per year.  This 
does not include editorial work 
and help which is all volunteer.  
We hope you will help all of 
these programs by donating 
whatever you think is 
appropriate for your personal 
budget. 

Subscription fees for all off-
Island addresses remain the same 
as 2020 to recover printing, 
overhead and individually 
addressed postage which is quite 
high. 

See the Subscription form 
elsewhere in this Tome or if you 
prefer use the attached pdf form.

The older you get, the more you appreciate cancelled plans, early nights, thunder 
storms and alcohol that is on sale.  
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Jerry Anderson,  April 23, 1933 – September 17, 2020   
erry Anderson, age 87, 
passed away peacefully in his 
Lummi Island home on 17 

September 2020.  Despite battling 
several chronic illnesses, he was 
active and full of irrepressible life 
force until his final days, doing 
yard work and closely monitoring 
the changing sea conditions on his 
beloved Legoe Bay. 

Jerry was born in Bellingham 
in 1933 to Mary and “Swede” 
(Alvin) Anderson and was raised 
on Chuckanut Drive in 
Bellingham.  His father, who was 
a charismatic football coach at 
Bellingham High School and later 
Washington State Director of 
Fisheries, died when Jerry was 
17.  Jerry’s mother died four years 
later, leaving the 21-year-old Jerry 
to raise his brother Ross, age 15.  

Jerry’s lifelong passion was 
reefnet salmon fishing, starting 
from his first crewing job on his 
father’s boat at the age of 10 to his 
last full day of fishing at age 85.  
He was a founding member of the 
Washington Reefnet Owners 
Association in 1955, joined the 
delegation to renegotiate the US-
Canada salmon treaty in 1956, 
and was actively involved in 
fishing politics and salmon 
conservation for the whole of his 
adult life. 

He was an energetic 
community member who co-
founded the Lummi Island Fire 
Department and the Lummi 
Island Community Club and 
served as the island postmaster for 
28 years.  At the Post Office he 
charmed children with cookies, 
deciphered addresses for visitors, 
and operated as the island nerve 
center for fishing news – season 
openings, test catch numbers, 
species trends, fish prices and 
crew gossip.  He was renowned 
for his kippered salmon, which he 
sold commercially for several 
years and then supplied for the 
annual island salmon barbeque.  
His life revolved around the 
Salish Sea, which tragically took 
the lives of both his mother Mary 

and his brother Ross (who 
drowned in Legoe Bay setting the 
reefnet boats in 1962).  

In 1960 he married Maria 
Schmitt who fed the fishing 
crews, operated an early B&B, 
and served as the island’s first 
librarian.  After they divorced in 
1985, Jerry lived with his long-
term partner Susan Watson from 
1992 to her death in 2016.  

Jerry’s house on the curve of 
Legoe Bay was an island 
institution.  His unmissable US 
flag flew in all seasons, presiding 
over rows of plastic porch ducks 
and the familiar silhouette of his 
head in the window.  He was 
quick to greet passers-by with a 
wave or a smile and loved to share 
his latest enthusiasm with anyone 
who paused for a chat.  He was 
not shy to share his opinions, but 
frequently impressed others with 
his kindness and generosity, 
particularly while encouraging 
the dispirited or rallying support 
for an island initiative.  

Subject to Covid-19 
restrictions, his family plans to 
hold a life celebration event in the 
summer of 2021.  Donations can 
be made to The Gathering Place 
or the Lummi Island Fire 
Department.  

I might wake up early and go running.  I might also wake up early and win the 
lottery.  The odds are about the same. 

 
TOME DELIVERY problem - - ed 

he Tome is continuing to be sent out by e-mail only until the COVID restrictions allow us to start 

folding and  preparing the Paper Tome for mailing again.  Most people, like me, prefer to hold the 

paper in our hands, so we will resume the paper version as soon as it is safe for us to do so. 
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Fall Happenings with LIFE  - - Emma Herlinger, Chair 
appy Fall from the Lummi 
Island Foundation for 
Education!  The world looks 

pretty different this season, but we 
think there has been no better time 
to bury your nose in a book.  We 
are thrilled to share the 
completion of an exciting year-
long project co-funded by LIFE 
and the Beach School PTO to 
provide each Beach School 
classroom with new classroom 
libraries.  $2,000 was spent on 
books for each classroom, 
updating the collections that 
teachers assign to their students, 
and from which students browse 
and self-select.  Books can be 
mirrors, windows and sliding 
glass doors (Bishop, 1990).  Books 
that are mirrors reflect a child’s 
experience and the world at large.  
Windows give us the perspectives 
of our friends and neighbors, and 
communities around the world, so 
that we can gain a better 
understanding of what life holds 
for them.  Some books make us 
feel like we can walk right through 
a sliding glass door and live with 

those characters!  A diverse 
collection of books can be self-
affirming, build empathy and 
should represent us all! It's 
important to have librarians who 
know how to develop a book 
collection that includes books 
reflective of the ethnicities, 
cultures, and languages of the 
children in our classroom, our 
community and the world itself.  
Another exciting addition is the 
new online Beach School Library 
Catalog system which students 
can browse from anywhere, on 
any device.  Students can place 
holds and arrange for pick-up.  
Thank you to our local school 
librarians Julie Hunter 
(Bellingham School District) and 
Erna Gregory (Lummi Nation 
School) for 50-plus hours they 
each donated to this project.  The 
books are happily settled in their 
new homes and will be patiently 
waiting for their students to arrive! 

In other news, it is with 
enormous gratitude that we 
announce the ‘retirement’ of Erna 
Gregory, LIFE’s former chair, 

fearless leader and board member 
for over eleven years.   In addition 
to spearheading this exciting new 
classroom libraries project, Erna 
acted as camp director for all 
seven Summer Theater Camps, 
played an instrumental role on the 
team that brought IB to Beach 
School, and has cumulatively 
baked hundreds of pies.  And that 
doesn’t even scratch the surface!  
We are so appreciative of Erna for 
her many years of service and 
dedication to LIFE, Beach 
School, and the Lummi Island 
community.  Fortunately for us, 
Erna will be staying on as an 
emeritus member of the LIFE 
board, so we can draw on her 
wisdom and experience for years 
to come.  Thank you, Erna!  

Finally, stay tuned in the 
coming weeks for more 
information on LIFE’s annual Pie 
Sale and a new, creative, socially-
distanced alternative to the 
Turkey Trot!  We are looking 
forward to continuing these 
community festivities in a safe 
and fun way.  

Drink wine.  It isn’t good to keep things bottled up. 
 

           
 

Beach school - - Tammy Immer 
each School is excited to 
be starting a hybrid model 

(2 days a week) of in-
person teaching starting with 

Kindergarten on October 19 and 
adding grades gradually as the 

weeks progress.  Our 3-5th grade 
are currently working on “Who 
We Are” by studying Social 

Emotional Learning: 
Interpersonal Skills with problem 

solving, building interpersonal 
relationships and exercising 

personal emotional well-being.  
They are using brain science to 

learn calmness, confidence and 
empathy.  K-2's Unit of Inquiry is 

How the World Works studying 
three states of matter and working 
on their personal narratives.  We 

missed having the harvest festival 
this year and are sad that we 

cannot honor our Veterans with a 
brunch, but we are thankful for 

the support of our Lummi Island 
Community and all you do for us.  

Thank you also to Beach School 
PTO and L.I.F.E. for getting our 

classroom libraries updated, 
taking care of our IB needs, 
planning online events and 

supplying our students with extra 
devices. 

Old age is coming at a really bad time. When I was a child I thought “Nap Time” 
was a punishment Now, as a grownup, it feels like a small vacation. 
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